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FROM THE EDITOR

Our dear readers,

This 1ssue 34 of Africa's Premier Law Journal, Law Digest features a legal “wizard” and transformationist. The edition is 

captioned: “Prof. Damilola Olawuyi, SAN…. Traversing the Limits of the Law in the age of Artificial Intelligence (AI)”.

This special edition celebrates uncommon attributes and achievements of a scholar and international supertaster. 

Professor Damilola S. Olawuyi, SAN is an international lawyer, policy adviser, and professor of law. He is among world's 

renowned experts in natural resources, energy and environmental law.  He has provided expert advice and opinion on 

oil, gas, renewable energy, mining, agriculture, infrastructure development and clean technology projects in North 

America, Europe, Asia, Africa and the Middle East.  He is a Deputy Vice Chancellor as well as Chancellor's Fellow and 

Director of the Institute for Oil, Gas, Energy, Environment and Sustainable Development (OGEES Institute) at Afe Babalola 

University, Nigeria. He is the UNESCO Chair on Environmental Law and Sustainable Development at HBKU Law School, 

Doha, Qatar where he teaches energy and environmental law courses. Formerly an international energy lawyer at 

Norton Rose Fulbright Canada LLP, Calgary, and much more.

This edition also features other practice and academic articles from experts.  Oghenevwogaga Odjugo, “Legal 

Accountability in AI Decision-Making” wherein the author argues that across all sectors, the theme of legal 

accountability for AI is the same: organizations must anticipate that they will be held responsible for the decisions and 

actions of their AI systems. Whether through corporate liability in negligence, new regulatory compliance duties, ethical 

oversight requirements, or precedent-setting lawsuits.

Oluwaseyi Ebenezer's piece focuses on “Assessing Policy Gaps In Nigeria's Solid Waste Management Framework”. The 

author pointed out that Solid Waste Management (SWM) in Nigeria remains a critical issue that demands urgent and 

strategic intervention. 

Mutiat Mobolanle Abdulsalam article offers critical insights on “Attaining Nigeria's Blue Economy Development 

Potentials through Stringent Regulation of Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing” while Eghosa O. Ekhator's 

piece focuses on “Environmental litigation and Access to Justice in Nigeria: Implications of the Nigerian Supreme 

Court's judgment in Centre for Oil Pollution Watch v NNPC”. Dr. Oyeniyi Abe centers on a new dimension to right-based 

discourse. The author critically examined “Remedies for Victims of Corporate-Induced Human Rights Violations in 

Nigeria”. However, in her piece, Dr. Jennifer Heaven Mike's focuses on a rather topical but equally controversial issue of 

“Securing Access to Assisted Reproductive Technologies as a Human Right”.

This edition promises to be a good value for your time and money. 

Happy reading!!! 

Prof. Yemi Oke, SAN, Ph.D, FCArb, FCTI, 
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Environmental litigation and access 
to justice in Nigeria: Implications of 
the Nigerian Supreme Court's 
judgment in Centre for Oil Pollution 
Watch v NNPC.

Eghosa O. Ekhator
Associate Professor, University of Derby, UK
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LAWYER IN THE NEWS

several international conferences. His recent 

book publication Environmental Law in Arab 

States (Oxford University Press, 2022) received 

the 2023 American Society of International Law 

Certificate of Merit. 

In recognition of his substantial contribution to 

legal scholarship and jurisprudence, Professor 

Olawuyi was awarded the rank of Senior 

Advocate of Nigeria (SAN) in the year 2020, 

aged thirty-seven, therefore becoming the 

youngest academic ever elevated to the rank, 

and the very first graduate of a private university 

to become Senior Advocate of Nigeria. From 

2020-2022, Professor Olawuyi served as an 

I n d e p e n d e n t  E x p e r t  o n  t h e  A f r i c a n 

Commission’s Working Group on Extractive 

Industries, Environment and Human Rights. In 

2021, he was appointed by the Federal 

Government of Nigeria as a member of the 

Governing Board of the Nigeria Extractive 

Industries Transparency Initiative (NEITI).  In 

2022, he was appointed by the United Nations 

Human Rights Council as an Independent 

Expert on the UN Working Group on Business 

and Human Rights. In 2024, he was honoured 

with the Weeramantry International Justice 

Award.

Professor Damilola S. Olawuyi, SAN is an 

international lawyer, policy adviser, professor of 

law and recognized expert in natural resources, 

energy and environmental law.  He has 

provided expert advice and opinion, on oil, gas, 

renewable energy, mining, agriculture, 

inf rastructure development and c lean 

technology projects, in North America, Europe, 

Asia, Africa and the Middle East. He is Deputy 

Vice Chancellor, Chancellor’s Fellow and 

Director of the Institute for Oil, Gas, Energy, 

Environment and Sustainable Development 

(OGEES Institute), Afe Babalola University, 

Nigeria. He holds the UNESCO Chair on 

Env i ronmen ta l  Law and  Sus ta inab le 

Development at HBKU Law School, Doha, 

Qatar  where  he teaches energy  and 

environmental law courses. Professor Olawuyi 

provides legal services as a Senior Counsel and 

Arbitrator at McNair International Law Firm, a 

global law firm with presence in the UK and 

Qatar. He was formerly an international energy 

lawyer at Norton Rose Fulbright Canada LLP, 

Calgary, where he served on the firm’s global 

committee on energy investments in Africa.

Professor Olawuyi has published several 

influential journal articles and books.  He has 

been an expert speaker and commentator at 

Professor Olawuyi serves on the management 

committees and boards of several organizations. 

He is Vice Chair of the International Law 

Association, President of the Nigerian Branch of 

the International Law Association, Chair of the 

Association of Environmental Law Lecturers in 

Middle East and North African Universities, Chair 

of the Academic Advisory Group of the 

International Bar Association's Section on 

Energy, Environment, Natural Resources and 

Infrastructure Law; and Chairman of the Legal 

Education Committee of the Nigerian Bar 

Association. He is a member of the Governing 

Council of Afe Babalola University, Ado Ekiti.

 

Professor Olawuyi holds a doctorate in energy 

and environmental law from the University of 

Oxford; a master of laws (LL.M.) from Harvard 

University; and another LL.M. from the University 

of Calgary. He has been admitted as Barrister 

and Solicitor in Alberta, Canada; Ontario, 

Canada; and Nigeria. He is a regular media 

commentator on al l  aspects of energy, 

environment and sustainable development. 
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10.'Regulatory Framework for AI' (European Commission, 2024)
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